
 
SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE 

 

 

 

 

Minutes 
 

LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTE 

1st QUARTER MEETING OF THE  

 LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

HELD ON: Wednesday 9th September 2015  

COMMENCING AT: 10.00 a.m.  

 State Emergency Service, Morgan St Ravensthorpe 

 
 



1. ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES see list below: 
New Membership – Munglinup SJAA Sub Branch (Esperance Sub Centre)   

 

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
That the Minutes of the meeting held 6th June 2015 be confirmed. 
Moved:  Rod Daw   /    Second:  Jamie Patterson 
Carried Unanimously 

 
 

ATTENDEES:  1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 

NAME ORGANISATION 09/09/2015 02/12/2015 02/03/2016 01/06/2016 

Cr Keith Dunlop Shire President     

Jamie Paterson WAPOL - Ravensthorpe 
OIC 

    

Ashley Peczka Community Emergency 
Services Officer 

    

Rodney Daw Chief Bushfire Control 
Officer 

    

Ian Fitzgerald CEO Ravensthorpe     

 Dept. Agriculture & 
Food 

Absent    

Lisa Devine / 
Veronica Lavers  

Dept. Child Protection 
& Family Services 

(phone)    

Gavin Wornes DFES - Area Officer Apology    

Sarah 
Matthews 

DFES - Community 
Engagement Officer 

Apology    

Peter Masters DPaW - Ravensthorpe     

Keith Dunlop Hopetoun VFES     

Liz Bott / Sonia 
Scott 

Munglinup SJAA     

Steve McGuire Ravensthorpe Airport Apology    

Arnie Dehaas Ravensthorpe Hospital     

Keith Rowe Ravensthorpe SES     

Paul Booth Ravensthorpe SES Absent    

Wendy Price / 
Terri Edwards 

Ravensthorpe SJAA     

Gary Webster Ravensthorpe VFRS     

Adam Smith SEMC - CEMO Apology    

Colin Townsend WAPOL - Hopetoun OIC Apology    

Brad Stephen WAPOL - Hopetoun     

Stodsworth WAPOL - Ravensthorpe     

 WAPOL - Ravensthorpe     

 
Visitors: Nil 

 

     



3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
3.1 Item 7.3 – WAERN Radio Table Top Exercise to be discussed in General Business 

by Ashley Peczka  
 

4. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Nil 

 
5. AGENDA ITEMS: 

5.1 LEMA Draft Copy  
The Arrangements have been reviewed internally with the following changes 
being made for discussion at LEMC; 

 Round table discussion in updating Risk Statement Register (see attachment 
1) 

 The SES building is to be the main venue point for meetings 

 Confirmation of Emergency Coordination Centre and Contact Details for 
those locations. 

 Confirmation of Demographics information 

 Confirmation of Evacuation Point Duration times 

 Confirmation of Resources and Contact Points 

 LEMC Contact details updated 
 
ACTION ITEM: Enquire into the Fire Rating from Radiate heat for the Large LPG 

storage cylinder at Recreation Centre. 
 
Further adjustments and updates required to the Local Emergency Management 
Arrangements for final draft copy to be presented at the 2nd Quarter LEMC 
Meeting. 
 

5.2 Hopetoun Evacuation Communications Plan 
Due to the unavailability of authors Gavin Wornes and Sarah Matthews to 
present Hopetoun Evacuation Communications Plan, this Agenda Item is to be 
deferred the 2nd Quarter LEMC Meeting.  
Moved:  Ian Fitzgerald    /    Second:  Brad Stephens 
 

5.3 Ravensthorpe UHF Ch: 8 Repeater. (K. Rowe) 
Western Power are wanting to enter a lease agreement for the Repeater 
channel to remain on their communications mast at the Mt Short site, for an 
establishment fee of $4,000 with an annual fee of $1,000 per year. There has 
been no lease agreement in the past. The cost to remove the equipment from 
this mast is approx. $13,000. This is Repeater Channel is considered as a back-up 
communication channels for all emergency services for when the mast at Mt 
Benson site which houses emergency services repeater channels is damaged.  
 
The Committee agreed to refer this item point to the Shire of Ravensthorpe for 
further advice and action. 
Moved:  Rod Daw    /    Second:  Keith Rowe 
 

6. MEMBERSHIP REPORTS 
6.1 Police 

 No serious incidents to report so far 

 Thanked the other agencies for their assistance at the West River incident 



 The State Coroner’s contractor to collect deceased bodies if it is not suitable 
for St John Ambulance based upon the circumstances of the scene itself, is 
based in Katanning and takes up to 3 hours minimum in travel alone to 
arrive into the area 

 The need to educate the public for when they require police assistance. For 
a quicker response please contact the police station number as that gets 
diverted to the police assistance centre more the necessary questions are 
asked, checks are completed and incident created which all can be done by 
the time local police received the details. By calling officers direct is not 
recommended as the response will be delayed as they will have to go 
through the above process. 

 OIC is the only person has authority to recall staff after hours. 

 Jamie and Paul have both joined Ravensthorpe SES. Jamie has also joined up 
with Cocanarup BFB 

 Jamie will be attending the review into the Lower Hotham and Boddington 
Fire 

 
6.2 Ravensthorpe Health Centre 

 Fire intake system have been upgraded 

 Emergency Manual Template updated 

 Open Day next Wednesday 
 

6.3 Bush Fire Brigades 

 As tabled – see attachment 2 
 

6.4 Shire of Ravensthorpe 
Nil 
 

6.5 State Emergency Service 

 Storm damage to a sign on the Palace Hotel, Ravensthorpe 

 Placed on sand-by for a bogged vehicle on Munglinup Beach which situation 
got rectified with bystanders 

 Planning a fun day with the Emergency Cadets from the High School for the 
month of November 

 Membership numbers have increased from the new registration of the local 
police sergeant  

 
6.6 Fire and Rescue Service 

 Discussed the West River Incident and thank other services for their 
assistance that night 

 DFES support services was organised for members 

 Had a school visit to the High School with Police and Ambulance 
 

6.7 St John Ambulance – Munglinup 

 Decision was made a while ago by St John management to move Munglinup 
from Ravensthorpe to be a sub-branch of the Esperance Sub-Centre. 

 Currently have 6 members 

 2 members have received their 12 year badge 

 Delay in response times with members who are available during weekdays 
need to travel 30mins to get the Ambulance to respond. 

 



6.8 St John Ambulance – Ravensthorpe 

 As tabled – see attachment 3 
 

6.9 Dept. Child Protection & Family Service 

 Nothing to report 
 

6.10 Dept. Parks & Wildlife 

 As tabled – see attachment 4 
 

6.11 Other Reports 

 Nil 
 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
7.1 Table Top Exercise 

Ashley Peczka enquire whether the group still wanted the table top exercise 
planned for the 10th October to still go ahead with way the season was shaping. 
The planned table top exercise was based on WAERN Radio’s to make sure 
members where confident in how to operate them ahead of the upcoming fire 
season. 
 
The group recommends it still go ahead but no later than the recommended 
date. 
 

7.2 South West Native Title – Land Access Agreements 
An informative to the group in regards to the Native Title claim that extends 

from Bridgetown across to Ravensthorpe. Native Title Claim from the respected 

Aboriginal groups is working from a general Land Access Licence. Mainly 

accessing UCL/UMR, to what area within Ravensthorpe Shire is unknown. As 

part of the Land Access Licence, groups must comply with and observe all laws, 

notices and requirements from all levels of government. 

See attachment 5 as to what the Land Access Licence will allow 

 
 
         

 
MEETING CLOSED: 12.25pm 

 
 
NEXT MEETING – 10AM WEDNESDAY 2 December 2015 – RAVENSTHORPE SES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 1: 
 

Table 2:  Measures of Consequence 

Rating Descriptor Description 

1 Insignificant 

No injuries or fatalities. Small number or no people are displaced 

and only for short duration. Little or no personal support required 

(support not monetary or material). Inconsequential or no damage. 

Little or no disruption to community. No measurable impact on 

environment. Little or no financial loss 

2 Minor 

Small number of injuries but no fatalities. First aid treatment 

required. Some displacement of people (less than 24 hours). Some 

personal support required. Some damage. Some disruption (less than 

24 hours). Small impact on environment with no lasting effects. Some 

financial loss. 

3 Moderate 

Medical treatment required but no fatalities. Some hospitalisation. 

Localised displacement of people who return within 24 hours. 

Personal support is satisfied through local arrangements. Localised 

damage that is rectified by routine arrangements. Normal 

community functioning with some inconvenience. Some impact on 

environment with no long-term effect or small impact on 

environment with long term effect. Significant financial loss. 

4 Major 

Extensive injuries, hospitalisation, large number displaced (more 

than 24 hour’s duration). Fatalities. External resources required for 

personal support. Significant damage that requires external 

resources. Community only partially functioning, some services 

unavailable. Some impact on environment with long term effects. 

Significant financial loss. Some financial assistance required. 

5 Catastrophic 

A large number of severe injuries. Extended and large numbers 

requiring hospitalisation. General and widespread displacement for 

extended duration. Significant fatalities. Extensive personal support. 

Extensive damage. Community unable to function without significant 

support. Significant impact on environment and/or permanent 

damage. 

 

 



Table 3:  Measures of Likelihood 

Rating Descriptor Description 

A 
Almost 

Certain 

One or a combination of the following:  is expected to occur in most 

circumstances; high level of recorded incidents; strong anecdotal 

evidence; strong likelihood the event will recur; and great 

opportunity, reason, or means to occur; may occur once every year 

or more 

 

B Likely 

One or a combination of the following:  will probably occur in most 

circumstances; regular recorded incidents and strong anecdotal 

evidence; and considerable opportunity, reason, or means to occur; 

may occur every 5 years 

 

C Possible 

One or a combination of the following:  might occur at some time; 

few, infrequent, random recorded incidents or little anecdotal 

evidence; very few incidents in associated or comparable 

organisations, facilities or communities; and some opportunity, 

reasons or means to occur once every 20 years 

 

D Unlikely 

One or a combination of the following:  is not expected to occur; no 

recorded incidents or anecdotal evidence; no recent incidents in 

associated organisations, facilities or communities; little opportunity, 

reason or means to occur once every 100 years 

 

E Rare 

May occur in exceptional circumstances; and / or may occur once 

every 500 or more years 

 

 

 

 



Table 4:  Risk Analysis Matrix – Level of Risk 

Likelihood 
Consequences 

Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

Almost Certain High High Extreme Extreme Extreme 

Likely Moderate High High Extreme Extreme 

Possible Low Moderate High Extreme Extreme 

Unlikely Low Low Moderate High Extreme 

Rare Low Low Moderate High High 

 

Following is a Risk Statement Register (Table 5) for each of the risks identified within 
the Shire.  The calculations described in Tables 2 to 4 have been applied to give a 
Level of Risk rating for each risk.  A subcommittee of the LEMC was formed to review 
the levels of risk and identify priorities for action and overall level of risk. 

 

Following the Risk Statement Register is a Risk Treatment Table (Table 6) which 
describes all of the relevant actions that need to be undertaken to ensure the risk 
has been adequately addressed. 

 

  



Table 5:  Risk Statement Register 

Risk Statement Likelihood 

Rating 

Consequence 

Rating 

Level 

of Risk 

Action 

Priority 

Overall 

Priority 

Wild Fire      

There is a risk that a wild fire 

could cause serious injury or 

loss of life. 

C 3 H 1 1 

There is a risk that a wild fire 

could cause substantial 

damage to 3 or more buildings  

C 3 H 4 9 

There is a risk that a wild fire 

could substantially damage 

business infrastructure and 

fencing, stock, crops and 

machinery. 

B 3 H 2 4 

There is a risk that a wild fire 

could damage 20 ha or more 

of the natural environment. 

A 2 H 5  

There is a risk that a wild fire 

could cause the loss of 

essential services such as 

power, water, sewerage and 

access to medical facilities for 

a period exceeding 12 hours 

B 3 H 3 5 

Extreme Weather      

There is a risk that a prolonged 

drought in the region could 

cause a collapse of the 

economy. 

C 2 M   

There is a risk that an 

extended heat wave could 

cause the loss of essential 

services for a period exceeding 

48 hours. 

C 2 M 1 8 

There is a risk that a prolonged 

heat wave could specifically 

impact on the aged and 

C 2 M 2 10 



infirmed population. 

Risk Statement Likelihood 

Rating 

Consequence 

Rating 

Level 

of Risk 

Action 

Priority 

Overall 

Priority 

Transport Accident      

There is a risk that a transport 

accident could cause serious 

injury or loss of life. 

A 4 E 1 2 

There is a risk that a road 

accident could cause damage 

to the natural environment 

from fire. 

C 2 M 3  

There is a risk that a road 

accident could cause damage 

to the natural environment 

from hazardous substances. 

C 3 H 3  

Storm/Tempest      

There is a risk that a severe 

weather event could cause 

serious injury or loss of life  

C 3 H 2 3 

There is a risk that a severe 

weather event could cause 

substantial damage to 5 or 

more buildings. 

C 3 H 2 6 

There is a risk that a severe 

weather event could adversely 

affect rural and urban 

economies. 

D 3 M 3  

Major Earthquake      

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could cause 

serious injury or loss of life. 

D 2 L 5  

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could cause 

closure or seriously disrupt 

community lifelines such as 

water, power, sewerage, 

D 2 L 5  



communication services and 

access to medical facilities for 

a period exceeding 12 hours. 

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could damage two 

or more buildings. 

D 2 L 5  

Risk Statement Likelihood 

Rating 

Consequence 

Rating 

Level 

of Risk 

Action 

Priority 

Overall 

Priority 

Exotic Disease      

There is a risk that an exotic 

animal or plant disease could 

affect human health 

D 2 L 5  

There is a risk that an exotic 

animal or plant disease could 

affect the agricultural 

economy in the region 

C 4 E 1 7 

Human Epidemic      

There is a risk that a human 

epidemic could threaten 

human health. 

C 4 E 1  

There is a risk that a human 

epidemic could seriously 

disrupt local services or cause 

isolation to residents 

exceeding 48 hours. 

C 3 H 2  

Terrorism       

There is a risk that as a result 

of an act of terrorism critical 

lifelines such as water, power 

and sewerage may be 

compromised for a period 

exceeding 12 hours. 

C 3 H 1  

Marine Emergency      

 There is a risk that a marine 

emergency could cause 

serious injury or loss of life. 

B 4 E 1   



There is a risk that a Marine 

Emergency could cause 

damage to the natural 

environment from hazardous 

substances. 

D 1 L 1  



Table 6:  Risk Treatment Schedule 

Risk Statement Action 

Priority 

Treatment Options Treatment Evaluation Adopt 

Treatments? 

Wild Fire     

There is a risk that a wild fire could 

cause serious injury or loss of life. 

2 Hazard reduction activities, 

community awareness programs  

Economically viable, achievable 

and effective 

Yes 

There is a risk that a wild fire could 

cause substantial damage to 3 or 

more buildings  

4 Community awareness programs 

and sensitive rural development 

Achievable, effectiveness to be 

reviewed and mitigation efforts 

modified to suit  

Yes 

There is a risk that a wild fire could 

substantially damage business 

infrastructure, fencing, stock, crops 

and machinery. 

2 Hazard reduction activities, fire 

break specifications/enforcement 

imposing Harvest and Vehicle 

Movement Bans and community 

education  

Limited effectiveness as risk is a 

product of farm management, 

maintenance and seasonal 

conditions 

Yes 

There is a risk that a wild fire could 

damage 20 ha or more of the natural 

environment. 

5 Hazard reduction activities, 

installation of strategic fire breaks, 

mapping of all reserves, UCL and 

UMR 

Effective and viable, ongoing 

formalised programs will ensure 

efficient use of available funds 

Yes 

There is a risk that a wild fire could 

cause the loss of essential services 

such as power, water, sewerage and 

access to medical facilities for a 

period exceeding 12 hours 

3 Encourage risk mitigation efforts by 

all responsible organisations, 

encourage membership and 

participation in the LEMC 

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

Yes 



Risk Statement Action 

Priority 

Treatment Options Treatment Evaluation Adopt 

Treatments? 

Extreme Weather     

There is a risk that an extended heat 

wave could cause the loss of essential 

services for a period exceeding 48 

hours. 

1 Encourage risk mitigation efforts by 

all responsible organisations, 

encourage membership and 

participation in the LEMC 

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

Yes 

There is a risk that a prolonged heat 

wave could specifically impact on the 

aged and infirmed population. 

2 Encourage risk mitigation efforts by 

all responsible organisations, 

encourage membership and 

participation in the LEMC, provide 

access to air conditioned facilities if 

required. Vulnerable list available 

from Hospital, HACC 

Effective and reasonably efficient, 

this will require diligence on behalf 

of individuals, families and carers 

of the at risk group to ensure early 

identification of heat related health 

issues 

Yes 

Transport Accident     

There is a risk that a transport 

accident could cause serious injury or 

loss of life. 

1 Fast and appropriate response by 

Hazard Management and Combat 

Agencies. 

N/A N/A 

There is a risk that a road accident 

could effect the natural environment 

from fire. 

3 Fast and appropriate response by 

Hazard Management and Combat 

Agencies. 

N/A N/A 

There is a risk that a road accident 

could effect the natural environment 

from hazardous substances. 

3 Fast and appropriate response by 

Hazard Management and Combat 

Agencies. 

N/A N/A 



Risk Statement Action 

Priority 

Treatment Options Treatment Evaluation Adopt 

Treatments? 

Storm/Tempest     

There is a risk that a severe weather 

event could cause serious injury or 

loss of life  

2 Development of annual community 

awareness programs, ensure where 

possible that all structures are sound 

Effectiveness limited by 

participation of community, 

ongoing development crucial to 

ensuring maximum effectiveness. 

Town Planning and Building Code 

Applications. 

Yes 

There is a risk that a severe weather 

event could cause substantial damage 

to 5 or more buildings. 

2 Annual community awareness 

programs, ensure that all reasonable 

efforts are made by LGA (trimming 

trees etc) 

Effectiveness limited by the 

diligence of the community and 

unpredictable nature of storms 

Town Planning and Building Code 

Applications. 

Yes 

There is a risk that a severe weather 

event could adversely affect rural and 

urban economies. 

3 Mitigation the responsibility of 

individuals through insurance and 

farm diversity 

Limited 

 

N/A 

Major Earthquake     

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could cause serious injury 

or loss of life. 

 

5 Ensure flexibility and preparedness 

of these arrangements and the 

LEMC, organisational plans 

Limited  

Town Planning and Building Code 

Applications. 

Yes 



Risk Statement Action 

Priority 

Treatment Options Treatment Evaluation Adopt 

Treatments? 

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could cause closure or 

seriously disrupt community lifelines 

such as water, power, sewerage, 

communication services and access to 

medical facilities for a period 

exceeding 12 hours. 

5 Encourage risk mitigation efforts by 

all responsible organisations, 

encourage membership and 

participation in the LEMC 

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

Yes 

There is a risk that a major 

earthquake could damage two or 

more buildings. 

5 Ensure flexibility and preparedness 

of these arrangements and the LEMC 

Limited  

Town Planning and Building Code 

Applications. 

Yes 

Exotic Disease     

There is a risk that an exotic animal or 

plant disease could affect human 

health 

5 Ensure that HMA is notified, inform 

local community, ensure flexibility of 

LEMA 

Viable and effective Yes 

There is a risk that an exotic animal or 

plant disease could affect the 

agricultural economy in the region 

1 Encourage where possible insurance 

and farm diversity 

Limited, relies upon the diligence 

of individuals 

Yes 

Human Epidemic     

There is a risk that a human epidemic 

could threaten human health. 

1 Ensure timely response by the HMA 

and flexibility of these Arrangements 

  



Risk Statement Action 

Priority 

Treatment Options Treatment Evaluation Adopt 

Treatments? 

There is a risk that a human epidemic 

could seriously disrupt local services 

or cause isolation to residents 

exceeding 48 hours. 

2 Ensure timely and appropriate 

response by HMA, maintain any 

restrictions imposed by HMA, 

provide any support required by 

HMA 

Limited by the nature of the 

emergency 

Yes 

Terrorism     

There is a risk that as a result of an act 

of terrorism critical lifelines such as 

water, power and sewerage may be 

compromised for a period exceeding 

12 hours. 

1 Encourage risk mitigation efforts by 

all responsible organisations, 

encourage membership and 

participation in the LEMC, remain 

aware of current level of threat, if 

appropriate ensure each 

organisation is suitably prepared  

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

Yes 

Marine Emergency     

There is a risk that a marine 

emergency could cause serious injury 

or loss of life. 

1 Fast and appropriate response by 

Hazard Management and Combat 

Agencies. 

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

N/A 

There is a risk that a marine 

emergency could effect the natural 

environment from   hazardous 

substances. 

1 Fast and appropriate response by 

Hazard Management and Combat 

Agencies. 

Should be existing within the core 

business function of these 

organisations 

N/A 



Attachment 2: 
CBFCO - LEMC REPORT 

Aside  from  the  no  permit  to  burn  required  during  this  period  if  burning  of  less  than  .1  of  a  ha  
102  permits  were  issued  as  advised  to  myself.  Were there others?  We hope they are all being   
reported. 
Airport accident  exercise  attended  on  18/4. 
DPAW  concluded  protective  burns  in  June  on  telegraph  track, Pt Ann, Masons  point, Culham Inlet    
and a 15km strip adjacent to Hammersly drive in the FRNP,  Thanks Vince and Peter for this. Some of        
these burns used a helicopter for ignition. 
DPAW  also  advised  having  spent  $17784.50 on upgrading tracks in UCL Desmond, Road  11, 
and Rav range, thanks Peter and excellent accounting, all much appreciated and we look forward to a    
much bigger allocation of funds next time. 
AGMs have been held by Bandalup, Munglinup and Hopetoun rural brigades. 
I attended a DOAC in Albany on 17/9, no minutes have been received yet. 
Trucks  have  been  serviced  and  defects  detected  attended  to. Radios  likewise. 
Radio  interference  by  LED  beacons  and  lights  was  a  potentially  serious  issue,  now  being  addresse
d  by  FESA  .  Thanks  to  Keith  for  putting  pressure  on  to  get  this  fixed . 
Bandalup  unsuccessfully  applied  for  a  $5000  grant .  Did  anyone  else  apply  ?  . 
A  Hopetoun  evacuation  workshop  was  held  on  25/6 . 
Insurance  Co  enquires  to  a  fire  escape  in  hopetoun  have  been  satisfied . 
6  severe  weather  warnings  were  received . 
Whalebay  ,  Seaviw  residents  have  been  sent  a  letter  that  compliance  to  firebreaks  is   
essential . 
Galaxy  and  FQM  have  applied  for  renewal  of  exemption  to  a  TFB  which  expired  on  30/6. 
Bushfire  courses  have  been  conducted  in  Rav  on  4/8  and  11/8  and  Munglinup  on  10/9  thanks  to
  Gavin  and  Ashley   
Hopetoun  rural  have  now  asked  for  one . 
Ashley  has  conducted  around  the  shire  PPE  inspection  and  size  up  ,  this  followed  a  previous  dist
ribution  by  Steve . 
An  application  to  widen  an  existing  firebreak  between  properties  in  UCL  has  been  referred  to  DP
AW  . 
A  request  to  burn  roadside  vegetation  has  been  forwarded  to  the  shire   . 
As  has  a  request  to  burn  the  Munglinup  rubbish  tip  . 
Steve,  Ashley  and  myself  inspected  a  CO2  property  along  with  their  representatives  with  a  view  t
o  getting  the  property  in  question  to  comply  to  the  fire  regulation  notice.  Discussions were  
satisfactory  . 
NR  truck  being  a  high  season  allocation  only  has  been  returned  to  Perth ,  hopefully  back  shortly  
I  attended  at  their  request  a  Hopetoun  primary  school  fete  .  Keith  Dunlop  took  the  VES  truck  an
d  LD  along  Thanks  Keith  . 
The  Shire  burnt  the  Rav  tip  on  16/6  and  Hopetoun  a  day  later . 
The  Risk  to  Recourse  document  was  received  on  17/8  at  last  . 
Brigade  memberships  are  being  reviewed  and  brigade  contacts  for  an  accurate  directory  are  bein
g  adjusted  . 
I  attended  a  FRNP  advisory  meeting  in  Bremer  bay  on  15/8 . 
I  have  inspected  at  their  request  a  proposed  burn  of  2  properties  in  a  subdivision  close  to  rav  ,  
and  recommendations  as  to  firebreak  requirements  and  placement  made   . 
3  fire  reports  in  this  period  1  considerable  damage  to  shed  ,  tools  and  plant 
,  1  no  permit  required  ran  down  onto  the  LK  road  ,1  in  Hopetoun  investigated  late  at  night  no  



permit  required    and  1  reported  by  a  passing  motorist  was  a  permit  fire  under  control 
,also  several  000  calls  and  other  enquires  have  been  dealt  with . 
The  firebreak  notice  went  out  to  ratepayers  without  the  wording  that  the  .1  of  a  ha  permit  exe
mption  only  applies  for  the  period  30/4  and  19/9  .  I  am  discussions  with  steve  about  our  option
s  in  this  regard  . 
Ashley  has  also  written  to  the  CEO  and  suggested  our  campfire  policy  should  be  on  the  fire  regu
lation  notice . 
Once  again  we  have  been  requested  to  assist  with  our  fire  trucks  at  private  burns.  policy  doesn’t
  allow  this  ,  in  my  opinion  it  is  a  much  safer  option  to  have  a  crew  or  crews  on  sight  for  a  lay
out  briefing  prior  to  the  fire  being  lit  rather  than  try  to  explain  where  they  are  and  what  the  pr
oblem  is  once  an  escape  has  occurred  ,  also  a  possible  30  minute  delay  to  an  escape  could  be  
disastrous.  Donations  to  the  brigades  could  be  made  and  have  been  made  in  the  past.  A  discussi
on  relating  to  a  decision  on  yes  or  no  is  required  . 
Thanks  go  to  all  for  your  support   
Rod 



Attachment 3: 

St John Ambulance Aust. Ravensthorpe Sub-centre Report for LEMC 

meeting 9th September 2015. 

Things at the sub-centre are ticking along nicely. Volunteer numbers are getting lower with 2 

more volunteers leaving the district. Josh Brunner has been an amazing asset in the 

Hopetoun centre. He took on a committee role as well as station manager and on road 

officer for 3 years. He has moved to Onslow to work at a salt mine. Francine Friedrich and 

her family are moving to the west coast in a few weeks. Fran loves being a volunteer and is 

continuing her training in the hope that she will join a sub-centre over there once settled in. 

She has been a member here since 2006 and will be missed from our Ravey team. We are in 

the process of doing up recruitment pamphlets to go out in the mail and have 3 PR 

opportunities over the next 2 weeks to canvas new members. The Hopey team has 9 

members (2 currently on stress leave) the Ravey crew has 5 (1 on sick leave) and North 

Ravey has 5. We still have longer than normal waiting times for ambulances as sometimes 

the north Ravey crew will travel to Hopetoun if crews are unable to attend. This can be up to 

an hours wait but unfortunately unavoidable. 

We now have fully converted to EPCR’s (Electronic Patient Care Record). Each volunteer was 

issued with an Ipad last year for training use and now all our records are electronic. This of 

course is only as good as the mobile signal but they do store information and upload as 

signal returns. Larger hospitals like Albany are “live” to this system so as we head in that 

direction they get the information we type in as we go. Hopefully all hospitals will have this 

system installed before too long. 

Our AGM is the 30th September. 

First Aid courses are still happening with Helen advertising in the local paper and on our 

Facebook page. I think she will have 1 or 2 more before harvest arrives. All persons wanting 

to enrol in any nationally accredited course from the 1st of January 2016 will have to have a 

USI number (Unique Student Identifier) an article will go in the next paper explaining how 

and why this is to be done. 

Job numbers since 1st July are 25 (2 Hopey & 23 Ravey) 
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Enquiries:  Peter Masters 
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Ash Peczka 
Community Emergency Services Officer 
Parks and Wildlife, Report, LEMC Shire of Ravensthorpe, 2 September 2015 
 
Fire Management Services 

 0 bushfire was reported within the Ravensthorpe Shire, on Department of Parks and 
Wildlife (P&W) managed estate.  

 Summer bushfire FAO roster is currently being finalised for the 2015_16 bushfire 
season. 

 The South Coast Duty officer bushfire, phone contact will commence mid-October. 

 Winter 24/7 phone contact for Parks and Wildlife Officer on 98424500, has 
commenced between fire seasons as PPOC. 

 Water bombing equipment is currently being serviced and checked and will be 
returned to the various airports shortly. 

 Roadside verge slashing and the town protection firebreak slashing have commenced, 
around Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe. 

 No burns are planned for the shire for Spring. 
 
Other Departmental, current operational works. 

 Herbicide spraying of strategic fire breaks within the shire, to spray out mallee 
regrowth, has commenced for this spraying season. 

 The new FRNP Advisory Committee, met in late August to discuss issues within the 
FRNP. 

 The next round of aerial cat baiting will commence on the 14TH of September 2015, 
and will cover the whole FRNP and Ravensthorpe range cells, using the new Eradicat ® 
baits, and ground baiting is still ongoing with around 1,500 baits being laid each 
quarter by hand. 

 Twertup Filed Study Centre rebuilding program is continuing with the ceilings 
currently being installed. 

 
Staff Changes 

 The 2 dieback/ranger positions are now permanent, and the recently interviewed 
applicants should be in place by mid-October. 

 
Yours sincerely. 
Peter Masters 
Senior Operations Officer 
Parks and Wildlife, Ravensthorpe Work Centre 

9 November 2015 

  

 
 

 
 

Regional and Fire Management Services, South Coast 

Region, Albany District, Ravensthorpe Work Centre 

 



ATTACHMENT 5: 

 

Land Access 

The Regional Corporation Land Access Licence will allow access to 
certain Crown lands for customary activities (e.g. traditional gathering of 
flora, cultural activities, the passing down of bush skills to the next 
generation). Further, amended water by-laws regarding Noongar 
customary activities in public drinking water source areas will also give 
Noongars the capacity to undertake certain particular traditional 
activities  in those areas. 
 

Why is this significant to the Noongar people? 
 

Access to bush land and water sources in Noongar country is of fundamental 
importance to Noongar people because of their spiritual relationship to the 
land and the desire to carry out traditional practices validly and pass on 
knowledge to future generations. The issue of valid access to Crown lands 
was a key factor in obtaining support in the Noongar community for the 
agreement with the Government. 
 

What is the purpose of the Land Access Licence? 
 

The Land Access Licence will give registered members of the Regional 
Corporations a right to access Unallocated Crown Land and Unmanaged 
Reserves in the relevant Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) area to 
undertake customary activities. 

 
The areas involved are in addition to the land which will be held by the 
Noongar Boodja Trust or the estate of the Department of Parks and Wildlife.   

 

How will the Land Access Licence be authorised? 
 

A license will be issued under the Land Administration Act which defines 
which activities can take place and on which conditions (including 
indemnification of the Government against unplanned actions on the land)  
 

What will the Land Access Licence allow?  
 

Noongar people will be able to do the following things in specific areas of 
Unallocated Crown Land and Unmanaged Reserves under the legal 
protection of a Land Administration Act Licence:  

o Visit and care for sites and country;  
o Gather, prepare, and consume bush tucker and bush medicine;  



o Conduct ceremonies and cultural activities;  
o Camp on country;  
o Light camp and ceremonial fires; and  
o Have meetings on country.  

 
The Noongar Regional Corporations will assist Noongars in identifying areas 
where the Access Licence applies. Both the Land Access License and the 
terms of access to Water Catchment Areas are restricted by all other statutory 
systems that govern, for example, the use of firearms, the lighting of fires, 
protection of public drinking water, and so on. 

 
What are the changes to access to Water Catchment 
Areas? 

 
The Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Amendments By-
Laws 2014, and the Country Areas Water Supply Amendments By-Laws 2014 
set out arrangements for access to water catchment areas to undertake 
certain limited customary activities. The by-law changes will allow Noongar 
people to visit and maintain sites and to teach and learn on country.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT the South West Settlement Implementation Unit If you need further 
information: 
Email: southwestSettlement@dpc.wa.gov.au Phone: (08) 6552 6191 Fax: (08) 6552 5339 
Postal Address:   Land, Approvals and Native Title Unit, Locked Bag 3001, West Perth WA 
6872 
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